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Story and Photos by Pat Krause 
Angel View held its annual 

Fashion show and luncheon on 
Thursday, Jan 26th at Cuistot 
Restaurant. The event starts 
early with a couple of hours of 
shopping experience for the 
ladies. It is a time to be able 
to buy some designer clothes 
at very reduced prices. All the 
items are donated to Angel 
View by local people. There 
were blouses, pants, suits, hats, 
shoes, coats, jewelry, gowns 
and furs. The list of designers 
was Coach, St. John, Anne 
Klein, Ferragao, Kate Spade, 
Guess and Michael Kors to 
name just a few. All items were 
very inexpensive, and the ladies 
were buying up a storm. 

 The back area of the 
restaurant was filled to the 
brink with items for sale. 
There was another room that 
was designated for a silent 
auction full of items of all 
kinds for everyone’s taste. 
Guests bought raffle tickets 

for huge baskets of goodies. 
This was a sold out event like 
it is every year. Ladies like to 
shop especially when they 
find such good items to buy. 

 The style show was a 
little different this year. Models 
walked through the luncheon 
area wearing clothes from 
the Angel View stores. The 

models also were clients 
from Angel View. They were 
all dressed up and their hair 
done, therefore they were 
so proud of themselves as 
models. One model was blind, 
and another was non-verbal 
so it was a special day for 
them. Guests could buy the 
clothes they wore as they 

walked around. Some changed 
a few times during the show 
with more beautiful outfits. 

 Angel View is a non-profit 
that serves both children and 
adults with disabilities and their 
families. The program is funded 
entirely through philanthropy. 
Angel View has 21 resale stores 
in southern California that also 
provides moneys to support 

the charity. Sponsors included 
Donna MacMillan, The Auen 
Foundation, James Houston, 
Carole Haes and Dale Landon. 
Arthur and Patty Newman, 
Galen Family Foundation, Tony 
and Mike Navarro,Joan Waitt 
and many local businesses. The 
homes and help they provide 
for the disabled in our valley 
is unmatched anywhere.

Story and Photos by Pat Krause 
Actress Loretta Swit was 

the First Coachella Valley 
Repertory Theatre, CVrep, 
Luminary guest of 2017. The 
event was held at the Agua 
Caliente Casino Resort. Swit 
is best known as Hot Lips 
Houlihan from the Long-
running TV hit MASH. Swit is 
a very Multi Talented woman 
who has brought her many 
awards in her career. CVrep 
has held 45 luminary lunches 
in the last nine years that has 
brought well known stars to 
the desert to tell their stories. 
Don Martin has emceed all 
the Luncheons and asks each 
star inquisive questions that 
brings answers that are little 
known to the audience. 

 Swit started her career 
at an early age as a child star 
on stage at 7 years old. Swit 
has a great comedic talent 
that has served her well, on 
Stage, in films and on TV. She 
has performed in some of the 
best known TV shows like 
Gunsmoke, Hawaii Five-O, 
Mission Impossible, Love Boat, 
and Diagnosis Murder to name 
just a few. Few people know 
that she is an accomplished 
water color artist. Her main 
interest in her art works 
are animals. Her latest 
book is entitled, Switheart: 
Watercolour Artistry and Animal 
Activism of Loretta Swit. 

 Swit has spent decades 
in animal-related causes and 
is a big supporter of animal 

rights. She has received 
awards for her activism for 
Animals. Swit has worked 
with some of the most famous 
actors and actresses in the 
film industry. She named 
some like Susan Hayward 
and Sandy Dennis as friends. 
Swit said that she and Alan 
Alda, Mike Farrell and other 
cast members have remained 
friends all these years after 
the end of the show, MASH. 

 Swit toured Korea with 
Bob Hope and has worked 
with POWS. Swit signed her 
new book for her fans after 
the luncheon. She will have 
another book signing at Just 
Fabulous on Feb. 12th. She 
continues to perform, and she 
can be seen in the production 
of Six Dance Lessons in Six 
Weeks from Feb. 3rd through 
the 12th at the Annenberg 
Theatre in Palm Springs. 

Angel View Fashion Show
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By Pamela Price 
The fourth Annual Rancho 

Mirage Writer’s Festival staged 
at the Rancho Mirage Public 
Library January 28-29 was 

a bold success on several 
fronts. According to Debbie 
Green, Executive Producer 
there were 50 authors on the 
program speaking to 1200 

readers. The range of books 
was dynamically diverse this 
year, from Craig Carlson’s 
author of Pancakes in Paris 
and Edward Humes, author of 
Garbology: Our Dirty Affair with 
Trash to Dave Barry, author of 
Best.State.Ever (it’s Florida) 
and Travis Mills inspiring book, 
Never Give up. Never Quit.  

The Festival began on 
Saturday at 9 am with the 
first fifty-minute presentations 
staged throughout the Library, 
with comfortable seating in 
rooms named for authors 
(of course) such as the John 
Steinbeck Room, the Jack 
London Room, the Anne Rice 
Room and the Joan Didion 
room. A highlight of the event 
is having books signed by the 
authors, near a pop-up store 
operated by Barnes & Noble. 
Jamie Kabler, founder of the 
event and featured on the 

cover of R/M, The Magazine of 
Rancho Mirage this month was 
called “ A Man of Many Words.” 
Nancy Tapick, attending the 
program on Sunday featuring 
Dennis Prager and Bret 
Stephens, moderated by Hal 
Gershowitz said the authors 
presented “in all a good mix, 
with “something for everyone.” 
Among the ShortTalks was 
one presented on Sunday, 
Sunnylands: America’s 
Midcentury Masterpiece, with 
Janice Lyle. Now known as 
the Camp David of the West, 
Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage 
is a stunning masterpiece of 
modernism architecture and 
décor. During the fifty-minute 
presentation, she discussed 
stories and photographs 
about the estate featured in 
its latest book. If you heard 
laughter around that same 
time it was emanating from 

the Joan Didion Room where 
author Carl Hiaasen’s hilarious 
comments on Razor Girl, 
were less restrained. More 
comments that are serious 
were related by H.W. Brands 
in Walt Disney Room where 
author H.W. Brands delved into 
the life of President Ulysses 
Grant and his “genius for 
battle” proving there was a 
book of interest for everyone.  

David Bryant, the Rancho 
Mirage Public Library’s Director 
said, in the event’s program, 
the Festival “honors the value 
of our books in our American 
history of intellectual freedom.”  
From the Red Carpet entrance 
attended to by a bevy of 
vigilant valets to a staff of 
conscientious concierges this 
year’s event was, according 
to friends of Phyllis Eisenberg 
who attended “ another 
literary lovefest! Read more 
at www.rmwritersfes.org  

Pam Price services 
on the Cathedral City 
Public Arts Commission

Writer’s Festival Booked Solid 
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